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Pontiacs in the same manner as
their stateside versions, thereby
eliminating one semi-repetitive
series of vehicle. Pontiac even saw
fit to build 1970 GTOs in Oshawa,
Ontario, using Pontiac engines.

Robin McKay, Sarnia, Ontario, Ganada

So then you might ask, what is te

story with Robin McKay's 1972
Luxury LeMans? After all, it is clear-
ly not a Chevelle-based Beaumont,
yet, it is not an American-spec
machine? If this is in fact a Pontiac-

When it came time to restore the interior, no kits were available for a bench seat
Luxury LeMans but PUI Interiors agreed to develop a kit using Robin’s car. The
rest of the interior & carpeting came from NOS Reproductions in Komoka, Ontario

and was installed by Rob Maw in Sarnia.

based car, which it is, why was it
built with a 245-horsepower 350 2-
barrel Chevy engine?

The reason is fairly simple- engine
availability. American-assembled
Pontiacs at the time had a priority
for their own V-8 engines- the mar-
ket demanded it. The Canadian
Pontiac market was used to the
Chevy engines, so putting them in
the Pontiac-based bodies was con-
sidered acceptable.

Later on in the decade, the prac-
tice became more prevalent in the
U.S., as emissions and CAFE stan-
dards forced GM to adopt a
“Corporate Engine” policy, where
one could find Pontiac engines in
Buicks; Chevy and Olds engines in
Pontiacs; and Buick engines in
Chevys- you get the idea.

Because of its Canadian heritage,
Robin’s LeMans is an exceptionally
rare example of the breed- just
1,650 were built in Canada. It was
built at the Oshawa, Ontario assem-
bly plant and except for the engine,
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is exactly the same as its American
counterparts. The Luxury LeMans
was targeted to buyers who want-
ed a more upscale, luxuriously-
appointed alternative to the
LeMans or LeMans Sport but with-
out the pricetag of a Grand Prix.
Not coincidentally, it was priced
between those two models.

This particular Luxury LeMans is
more modestly optioned than many
of its brethren, it doesn’'t even have
air conditioning, most likely due to
the colder weather frequently seen
in the Province of Ontario. It does
however, have power steering and
brakes, automatic transmission,
sport mirrors, Cordova vinyl top,
door edge guards and rear bumper
guards.

Robin’s ownership of the Luxury
LeMans spans nearly its entire life.
He purchased it in 1975 from
Chatham Motors, a Pontiac-Buick
dealer in Chatham, Ontario with
18,000 miles on the odometer and
it has been babied ever since. After
a decade of ownership, Robin sent it
to RM Classic Cars in Chatham for a
frame-up restoration, though the
interior was left alone. When the fin-
ish was damaged by acid rain in
2002, it was repainted in 2002 by
Tony Carletti of Ontario Auto Body,
in Sarnia, Ontario.

When the interior needed to be
refurbished, PUI Interiors used it as

the prototype for their Luxury B

LeMans bench seat reupholstery
kit. The rest of the interior & carpet-
ing was obtained from NOS
Reproductions in Komoka, Ontario
and was installed by Rob Maw in
Sarnia.

Make no mistake, though it is a
very clean and very well maintained
vehicle, it is not a trailer queen.
Robin says that the most fun he
and his wife, Maureen have with it is
going to cruise nights and taking it
over the border to meet with their
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The Luxury LeMans debuted in 1972 and was placed between the base LeMans
and the Grand Prix. Specific trim, mouldings, badging and fender skirts separat-
ed it from other versions of the Pontiac A-Body.

fellow members of the Mator City
Chapter of POCI.

The fact that Robin McKay's
1972 Luxury LeMans was built in
Canada with a 350 Chevy engine
does not make it less of a Pontiac. It
was actually one of the ways that
The Widetrack Division was able to
compete in the Canadian market,
which had always been slightly differ-

ent than the domestic market in
terms of demographics and tastes.
It is a bit of an oddity to American
eyes, in that it is a Canadian Pontiac
with an American-spec chassis and
body, but that is generally how they
were built after 1970. It's a very
interesting piece of Pontiac’s history
and one that is uniquely Canadian.
88

The 350 2-barrel Chevy V-8 engine was installed in a variety of Canadian Pontiacs.
It was rated at 165 net horsepower at 3,800 RPM, with 275 foot-pounds of torque
at 1,600 Ibs. On the old gross rating system, the engine made 245 horses.
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